The lawyers are apt to say that the essence of a crime lies in the intent rather than in the act committed, and it is possible that if the question now being discussed with a certain amount of acrimony as to priority of invention of Mr. Freyer's " new operation " for the extirpation of the prostate were considered in the same way, much of the difference would vanish. As we described in a recent
article, Mr. Freyer would treat certain cases of enlarged prostate by enucleation of the gland. He maintains that the prostate is from the first a double gland, and that the obstruction to the outflow of urine is due to the urethra being compressed between its two halves which, although they grow together, are in origin distinct. Having reached that point he advises that an operation should be done, the object and intent of which is the enucleation of these two halves, knowing that if that be done the urethra will be set at liberty. With 
